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Court of Appeals at 30: 
Original Members 
 
January 2025 will mark thirty years since the Court of Appeals began 
its work of helping the Supreme Court in eliminating a backlog of 
cases.  The ten members of the new court were sworn in at the state 
Capitol on Tuesday, January 2, 1995.  Judge John Fraiser, Jr., of 
Greenwood, the first Chief Judge, “promised the Supreme Court 
justices and a crowd of about 300 people that the appeals court will 
‘bring our judicial system into the 21st century’.” The Greenwood 
Commonwealth, Jan. 04, 1995. 
 

The Clarksdale Press Register, Wednesday, Jan. 4, 1995   
 
The Mississippi Lawyer published a Meet the Judges profile in its 
January-February 1995 issue.  Profiles of the ten members of the new 
Court of Appeals are shared on the next few pages. 
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What Are You Reading? 
 
Judge David McCarty: “While it first debuted in 1949, University Press of Mississippi has recently 
published a wonderfully revised collection of William Faulkner’s detective stories, Knight’s Gambit.  The 
stories all feature Bill’s version of Sherlock, Gavin Stevens, who is the county attorney for 
Yoknapatawpha.  Like all collections, some stories are better than others, and while the Old Man is a 
master of prose, he’s not always as great at constructing puzzles.  But worth a few days of your time, 
especially to see how Mr. Stevens navigates his elected role and his duties as a lawyer.” 

  
Stephen Parks: “I recently finished Walking with Sam: A Father, a Son, 
and Five Hundred Miles Across Spain. I’ve been fascinated by the Camino 
de Santiago for a number of years.  The Camino is a network of ancient 
pilgrim routes that lead up to the shrine of the apostle James in the 
Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in 
northwest Spain.  I had told myseld I’d 
walk it by age 40 which never happened.  
Maybe by age 50?  Walking with Sam is a 
travel memoir by actor Andrew 
McCarthy, a member of the 1980s Brat 
Pack.  McCarthy and his oldest son 
walked the Camino and found that the 
experience pushed them to have more 
discussions in those five weeks than they 
had had the previous twenty years.” 

 
 
 
 
 
** If you’d like to share your latest reads in future Library newsletters, email Stephen Parks. 

https://www.upress.state.ms.us/Books/K/Knight-s-Gambit
https://www.amazon.com/Walking-Sam-Father-Hundred-Across/dp/1538709201
https://www.amazon.com/Walking-Sam-Father-Hundred-Across/dp/1538709201
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Supreme Court Annual Reports 
Digitized  
The Library is digitizing from its collection print copies of the Supreme Court 
Annual Reports covering the years 1989-1997.  Annual Reports 1998-Present 
have been available online for some time.  The 1989 Annual Report and the 
1990 Annual Report have been uploaded to the Court’s web site, and work 
continues on the others.     
 
Of historical note, the 1989 Annual Report includes the Memorial Order 
adopted in tribute to the life and leadership of Supreme Court Clerk of Court, 
Sue Gordon, who passed away in November 1989. 
 
Article from the Clarion Ledger, Nov. 17, 1989 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://courts.ms.gov/research/reports/SCTAnnRep1989.pdf
https://courts.ms.gov/research/reports/SCTAnnRep1990.pdf
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